DISTRICT 9600 YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAMME

GENERAL GUIDELINES AND RULES

FOR OUTBOUND STUDENTS

1 The countries offered for exchange in 2004 are:

Finland, Denmark, Sweden, Germany, Austria, France, Switzerland, Belgium, Thailand, Japan, USA, Canada, South Africa and Brazil. 

2 The cost of the programme is based on a "user pays" system. There is a "global fee" of $5800, with the proviso that any increases in airfares and insurance costs will be additional. Of this fee, $1500 is payable at the first selection weekend.

The fee covers airfares, insurance, orientation weekends, Rotary uniform, business cards, a gift pack and a debriefing/graduation ceremony on return in 2005. Additional expenses during the year may include clothing, spending money and trips organised by schools or Rotary. 

3 Orientation and preparation weekends and events are compulsory. These dates are:

· Selection Weekend – 9,10,11 May

· Orientation Weekend - 16, 17 August

· Orientation Weekend - 6 December

· Sunshine Safari (Tour of District 9600) - 7 - 13 December

· August and December dates are to be confirmed

4 Initial application form should be forwarded to a club in Rotary District 9600 (north of Brisbane River). It is recommended that you approach the club beforehand to confirm that they are interested in interviewing. Approaches to several clubs are acceptable. 

5 You are an "ambassador" for Australia and must at all times behave in a manner which will reflect credit upon yourself, your family, Rotary International and your country. 

6 You must at all times abide by the four "D" rules, namely:

a. Absolutely NO drugs are to be used, except for valid medical reasons, and then only as prescribed by a physician. 

b. Do not drive a motor vehicle of any kind in any location while overseas. 

c. Serious dating is not permitted. Dating in a casual way, preferably within a group, is quite acceptable, but if your Club Counsellor or host parents feel you are getting "romantically involved" you will be told to adjust the relationship. 

d. No drinking alcohol, except when in the physical presence of a host parent or Rotarian who is specifically responsible for you at that time and : 

-
the circumstances for drinking are completely legal;

-
you wish to drink; and

-
it is done in extreme moderation.

7 You must obey the laws of your host country. If you violate any law, you will have to face the legal consequences, after which you will be returned home immediately

8 Forward a monthly written report to District 9600. 

9 You must agree to return home at the end of your exchange year by a route and timetable agreed upon by your Sponsor District Chairman - don't involve members of your Club and our committee. 

If you wish to return home by an indirect route, specific written parental consent is required in advance, and you cease to be part of the Rotary Programme at the time of departure. You also cease to be covered by Rotary insurance. 

10 Hosting a student is the responsibility of the hosting club, so in case of problems, you should consult with your Club Counsellor, Club President or the District Chairman of your host district. Most problems can be solved at these levels if they are identified early enough. Under the auspices of the District Governor, the District Youth Exchange Chairman of your host district is the final authority on any matters pertaining to the Youth Exchange Programme. Most matters though, are handled locally. 

11 You are required to maintain a $500 emergency fund provided by your parents. This is to be used only in case of emergencies. A monthly allowance for you will be arranged by your host club to cover some spending money requirements, fares for school transport and incidentals. Your host club will meet the costs of approved school books and may cover other school costs, but your natural parents need to cover costs of any school uniform requirements. 

12 You are expected to become an integral member or your host family, assuming duties and responsibilities normal for a person of your age - you are not a guest in the home. 

13 Your host family and Club are responsible for you socially, spiritually and physically. You must respect their wishes and requests. Each society has different customs and ways of doing things. Be flexible and adapt. Some guidance and restrictions are to be expected and are advisable.

14 Smoking is discouraged. You are expected to abide by your host family rules, which may not allow smoking in the home.

15 If you are not familiar with your host country's language, you should learn the essentials of the language before leaving home. Upon arrival in your host country, you are expected to work diligently to learn the language quickly - your commitment is important.

16 Your are required to enrol at the high school selected by your host club, attend classes full time, seriously attempt to achieve good results and participate fully in school activities during your exchange period. You are issued a visa to your host country on the basis of being a secondary school student.
17 During your exchange, you will be expected to attend Rotary meetings and Youth Exchange functions as directed by your host club and District Chairman. These functions come first, ahead of other social activities, and even school attendance.

18 You will be expected to address Rotary Clubs, and youth and school groups while on exchange, and also upon your return home.

19 It is emphasised that this District Youth Exchange Committee has no reservations in agreeing to have a student sent home at his or her own expense if the student does not adhere to the general intent and conditions of the programme, and particularly a student who violates the Rule No. 2. 

20 There is requirement that the parents of an outbound student will host an inbound student for a period of at least three months.


Issue Date 30/01/03

Any inquiries  to:

David Kearney (District Chairman)

P.O. Box 1359 Kenmore QLD Australia 4069
Tel:  +61 7 32010155   Fax: +61 7 32010717


Email:  dkals@gil.com.au

